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Clinical Programs

The first day of the Fall 2014 semester brought new faces to the Clinical Programs of Touro Law Center. 
Nearly 80 law student interns took the “Student Attorney Oath” administered by Hon. C. Randall Hinrichs, 
District Administrative Judge, in an evening ceremony with remarks also given by Associate Dean Myra 
Berman, Acting Director of Clinical Programs Leif Rubinstein, and Dean Patricia Salkin.

Touro welcomes the Immigration Law Clinic to the Clinical Program while welcoming back clinics in the 
areas of Small Business and Not For Profit Law, Bankruptcy, Criminal Defense, Criminal Prosecution, Disaster 
Relief, Elder Law, Family Law, Federal Prosecution, Mortgage Foreclosure, and Veterans & Servicemembers.

The Honorable  
C. Randall Hinrichs Swears  
in Fall 2014 Clinic Students
—Vanessa Cavallaro 

Between August 2013 and December 2014 over 260 students supervised by clinic faculty and staff  
will have provided in excess of 43,000 hours of pro bono legal assistance to our community.



Excerpted from the September Edition  
of the Suffolk Lawyer:

On June 19th, 2014, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo renewed the sunset provisions of 
CPLR 3408 and RPAPL 1304 for another five 
years until January 14, 2019. These provisions 
provide adequate notice and service 
requirements, in addition to mandatory 

settlement conferences for homeowners in 
foreclosure actions. The renewal of these 
provisions is critical as there continues to be 
an upward trend in foreclosure filings in the 
New York area. Statistics have shown that the 
CPLR 3408 mandatory settlement conference 
requirement has facilitated a significant decrease 
in default judgments in foreclosure actions. 

The extension of the sunset provisions for 
both RPAPL section 1304.1 and CPLR 3408(a) 
came about partly because of indications that 
foreclosure cases will continue to increase 
in New York for the foreseeable future. 
In a Memorandum in Support of the bills 
extending the expiration dates, New Yorkers 
for Responsible Lending cited a N.Y.S. Office 
of Court Administration estimate that, “there 
are nearly 60,000 more foreclosure filings 
to come by the end of 2015.”  In further 
support for the extension of the settlement 

conferences, the Memorandum goes on 
to state that, “the most impressive statistic 
perhaps is that prior to the conferences, over 
ninety percent of foreclosure cases ended in 
a default judgment against the homeowner, 
compared to less than ten percent default 
rate as reported after the first year.”

RealtyTrac, a leading source of foreclosure 
data stated in a June 8, 2014 report that 
nationwide the foreclosure filings, default 
notices and auctions were down 26% from 
the previous year, while  in New York there 
was an 18% increase over that same period of 
time. This was also a 14 month high.

In a February 26, 2014 report entitled 
Foreclosures Surging in NY-NJ Market, 
Prashant Gopal of Bloomberg News 
concluded that the “epicenter of the U.S. 
foreclosure crisis is now firmly planted in 
New York.”

Foreclosure Update: Extension of CPLR 3408 & RPAPL 1304 
— by Professor Leif Rubinstein, Acting Director of Clinical Programs
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Professor Lewis Silverman, director of the 
Family Law Clinic, is pleased to announce that 
the clinic has received a grant of $12,500 from 
Suffolk County to assist custodial parents 
seeking to obtain and enforce child support 
for their minor children. The clinic hopes 
to receive an additional grant of $25,000 
from the county for the 2015 calendar year. 
Professor Silverman, upon receiving notice of 
the grant, stated:  “We want to thank Suffolk 
County for providing this money to help 
custodial parents. We are especially grateful 
to Suffolk County Legislator Steve Stern for 
his assistance in obtaining this grant. Law 
interns, under faculty supervision provided 
by staff attorney Danielle Schwager, represent 
the client in all facets of the case and are able 
to actually call witnesses, try the case, and 
negotiate settlements. Through the assistance 
of the Family Law clinic, custodial parents 
have been able to obtain tens of thousands of 
dollars in child support due their children; 
child support which, if not paid, might cause 
the client to have to rely on welfare payments.

Family Law Clinic 
Receives grant

The Disaster Relief Clinic represents 
clients in flood insurance litigation, 
mediation and advocacy as well as a sleuth of 
other issues.  In May 2014, the Disaster Relief 
Clinic welcomed Staff Attorney Melissa 
Luckman to their team.

Since then Ms. 
Luckman has successfully 
navigated the New 
York Rising Buyout 
Program.  The New York 
Rising Program is a 
governmental program 
which aids homeowners 
in repairing or rebuilding 
their homes; or the option 
to sell their homes to New 
York State.   

Ms. Luckman has helped clients obtain 
interim mortgage assistance and secure 
transfer from the repair program to 
the rebuild program by demonstrating 
hardship. Due to Ms. Luckman’s incredible 
negotiating skills, NY Rising funds from 

the buyout of one family’s completely 
destroyed home, will allow them to support 
themselves for an entire year.

Ms. Luckman has also protected 
homeowners in contractor disputes ranging 

from $5,000 to $50,000 
for incomplete/incorrectly 
completed work and other 
contractual issues.

“Succeeding for my 
clients is an indescribable 
feeling. The cases I take 
on are not your typical 
everyday lawsuits. They are 
all hardship cases involving 
regular people whose lives 
changed forever on October 
29, 2012.  It feels great to 

know that I am helping them get back into 
their homes and move forward with their 
lives,” says Luckman, a Touro 2010 graduate.

Touro Law and the victims of Superstorm 
Sandy are fortunate to have such a dedicated 
and effective advocate on our team!

new staff Attorney makes 
immediate impact

Director Leif Rubinstein

Melissa Luckman



On behalf of the Clinical Programs, we thank 
Chad, Dean Rosenblum, and all veterans within 
the Touro Law Center community for their 
service to our country.  

“No one knows a veteran better than another 
veteran,” says 2L Chad Lennon.

After a tour in Afghanistan working security 
and convoy missions as a U.S. Marine Corps 
officer, Captain Lennon now serves his fellow 
veterans in the Veterans’ Clinic. 

Chad chose the Veterans’ Clinic in order to 
inform all service members of the opportunities 
and resources available to them as veterans once 
they complete their service. Chad also plans to 
communicate what he learns through the clinic 
to his chain of command in the Marine Corps 
Reserve so that he and others can assist as many 
veterans as possible.

Chad credits his ability to “talk the military 
language” and first-hand knowledge of what 
veterans face to his success in the clinic.

Veterans’ Clinic Director Dean Rosenblum, 

a U.S. Army JAG Corps officer, recognizes 
the invaluable contributions that veteran law 
students bring to the clinic. 

“Vet[eran] students like Chad…show 
military qualities of leadership, dedication, 
and self-reliance that set an example for other 
students…their contributions in class help 
non-veteran students understand what vets go 
through, learn about the unique military culture 
and language, and the challenges and obstacles 
many vets face after they leave the service.”

Dean Rosenblum describes the unbreakable 
bond between soldiers that “enables vets to 
communicate over gaps of age, race, gender, 
and wars.” Non-veteran students learn the ropes 
of building trust with their clients through the 
example of their veteran colleagues.

Chad is currently working on landlord-
tenant issues, driver’s license checks, requests 
to the military boards to correct military 
service records, financial/tax issues, and 
child support cases.

The Veterans’ and Servicemembers’ 
Rights Clinic has provided me with a strong 
educational experience, while also offering 
a unique opportunity to help those in need. 
This clinic works toward helping struggling 
Veterans overcome 
varying legal issues, 
which provides students 
with a rewarding, real-
life work environment. 
I first chose the Vets’ 
Clinic as a way to 
give back to those 
who have served our 
country. However, I was 
unaware of the breadth 
of legal experience 
I would receive and 
the important role 
students would have in helping these veterans 
straighten out their lives.

So far, I have helped veterans with legal 
problems including tax issues, child support 
modifications, employment discrimination 

and benefit adjustments. I have conducted a 
great deal of research on each of these topics 
and have gained a detailed understanding 
of many issues in these fields. Most notably, 
I have learned about the employment 

protections enjoyed by previously convicted 
felons when seeking a license or employment. 
I was unaware that discrimination based on 
prior convictions is prohibited in many cases, 
and this knowledge allowed me to help a 

former felon on his path to becoming a social 
worker. Also, I have learned a great deal about 
tax law and the proper legal steps to take when 
helping a client who has missed significant 
income returns. Overall, I would have never 

been exposed to these 
unique areas of law, 
which have grown my 
legal skills significantly. 

I highly recommend 
the Veterans’ and 
Servicemembers’ 
Rights Clinic to any 
student interested in 
doing clinic work. 
Our advisor, Dean 
Rosenblum, has 
developed a wonderful 
program committed 

to helping Veterans while simultaneously 
striving to keep students deeply engaged in 
legal work. There truly is nothing better than 
using our skills we have developed in law 
school to help others. 

veterans Helping veterans — by Vanessa Cavallaro

matthew Hromadka serves Those who served 
— by Matthew Hromadka

Veterans’ Clinic stuudents with  
Director Ken Rosenblum



Imagine walking into your local café, 
getting on line to order what you want to eat 
or drink — but instead of paying at a cash 
register, you faced a donation box. Or what 
if, after a customer has finished his meal he 
started cleaning windows or washed dishes.

Incorporated in April 2014 with the 
assistance of the Small Business & Not-For-
Profit Clinic, the Harmony Café is planning 
on setting themselves apart from other 
restaurants on Long Island not based on their 
food but on their ideals.

The Harmony Cafe is about working 
together with its customers, to confront a 
serious problem plaguing communities on 
Long Island. Hunger. The Harmony Cafe 
will be the first nonprofit restaurant in Long 
Island designed to address hunger in a new 
way; in a restaurant setting that maintains 
one’s dignity and fills one’s belly. Harmony 
Cafe’s mission is to build community by 

providing nutritious and delicious meals 
to the people of Long Island regardless of 
their ability to pay while using mostly local, 
organic, and sustainably grown ingredients.

The Harmony Café is modeled after several 
other existing nonprofit restaurants in the 
United States, where cafe customers set the 
price for cafe cuisine in a pay-what-you-want 
setting. Instead of a cash register, a donation 
box will be on the counter. If a customer 
can give more, they can pay it forward. If a 
customer has a little less, they pay what they 
can. If a customer has no money, they can 
participate in community with their time and 
talent in exchange for a meal.

Differing from traditional soup kitchens, 
Harmony Cafe will feed anyone. The Cafe 
will offer a dignified dining experience in an 
uplifting environment – without judgment – 
whether or not a person can pay. 

The Clinic’s assistance to the Harmony 

Café is far from finished, besides preparing 
the organization’s by-laws, the Clinic is 
currently working with Harmony Café 
in reviewing their projected budget for 
submission to the Internal Revenue Service 
as part of the application to meet the 
requirements of Internal Revenue Code 
section 501(c)(3) so the Harmony Café 
can be exempt from federal income tax as 
charitable organizations. In addition, once 
the Clinic obtains 501(c)(3) status for the 
Harmony Café, contributions made to the 
organization by individuals and corporations 
will be tax deductible under Internal 
Revenue Code section 170.

The Harmony Café is one of many 
organizations that receive assistance from the 
Small Business & Not-For-Profit Clinic.

The Criminal Prosecution Clinic, 
formerly known as the Advanced Criminal 
Prosecution Externship is mid-way through 
its eighth semester. 

The Criminal Prosecution Clinic is mid-
way through its eighth semester, but it is in 

its rookie semester as a part of the Clinical 
Program. Formerly known as the Advanced 
Criminal Prosecution Externship, the number 
of students in the program each semester has 
ranged from six to nine. Students participate 
in a three hour weekly classroom session 

and work a minimum of 168 hours during 
the semester in the Suffolk County District 
Attorney’s Office and in the District Court. The 
students prosecute a variety of misdemeanors 
and violations including Driving While 
Intoxicated, misdemeanor assaults, petit 
larcenies, criminal trespasses, criminal 
mischiefs, misdemeanor drug charges and 
harassments. Among other responsibilities 
in the field, the students appear before judges 
answering court calendars, evaluate cases for 
plea offers, negotiate dispositions with defense 
counsel and conduct pre-trial hearings. 

This program gives the student valuable 
experience in real life courtroom situations. 
Since the first class in January of 2011, 
more than half of the students who have 
participated in our program have been offered 
positions in local area District Attorneys’ 
Offices. Others have taken positions with 
the Legal Aid Society. Yet others have used 
their experience in the Clinic litigating in the 
private sector.

Whether the graduating student is seeking 
a career as a prosecutor, doing criminal 
defense work or even civil practice where 
litigation skills are important our program is 
a great credential for any student who sees a 
courtroom in his or her future.
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Harmony Cafe: Take what You need, Pay what You Can 
— by Professor William Bird 

Criminal Prosecution  
Moves to the Clinical Program 
— by Adjunct Professor John L. Buonora
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Vanessa Cavallaro, ’16 – David Berg Public Interest Fellow – This summer I interned at the Elder Law 
Clinic under the supervision of Professor Marianne Artusio. The Elder Law Clinic provides legal services 
to Long Island’s aging population in the areas of Article 81 guardianships, wills, trusts, Social Security, 
consumer issues, disaster relief, and many more. I have had hands-on experience interviewing clients, 
drafting Court Evaluator reports that are admitted into evidence, executing Wills, Health Care Proxies, 
HIPAA releases, and Living Wills.

Receiving the David Berg Public Interest Fellowship provided me with a vehicle to work in the public sector 
within the field I am most interested, elder law. Using the legal concepts learned over the last year has truly 
reinforced my understanding of the material. Working with the Elder Law Clinic has further solidified my 
desire to work with the elderly. Observing my supervisor, Prof. Artusio and the attorney volunteer, Therese 
Ebarb, in interviews or in court was an invaluable experience that I will carry with me as I progress in the 
legal field. Writing court documents and corresponding with clients has given me confidence that I can be a 

successful lawyer who helps those in need. Advocating for, protecting, and helping a part of society that I greatly admire and respect was an honor.

Jaime Ruiz, ’15 – Schwartzapfel Fellow – As a prior Clinical Intern and current Research Assistant in the 
Bankruptcy Clinic, my experience has been diverse and versatile. The most rewarding part of my experience 
in the Clinic was the ability to grow from intern to mentor. I began my experience in the clinic in Spring 2014 
as a Clinical Intern. I managed a caseload of approximately 15-20 clients throughout the semester and was 
responsible for collecting all the necessary paperwork from my clients, such as bank statements, tax returns, 
and past due bills in order to prepare their Chapter 7 petitions.  The most critical skill I learned from my 
clinical experience is case management. This skill is, in my opinion, even more critical in the pro-bono practice 
of law. It was important to keep in constant contact with my clients to make sure I received the necessary 
paperwork, the clients completed their credit counseling courses, and that my clients were fully informed of the 
status of their cases at all times. 

Over the Summer 2014, I continued my work in the Clinic as a Schwartzapfel Fellow. Through the fellowship 
I was able to continue the work I started in the spring semester. My purpose in applying for the fellowship was 

to provide a continuity of service to the clinic clients.
In addition to case management, I began to research current hot topics in bankruptcy and mortgage foreclosure. One topic I researched was 

renewal of the sunset provisions of CPLR 1304 and RPAPL 3408, which provide for the mandatory settlement conferences between homeowners 
whose mortgages are underwater and the banks in foreclosure actions. Throughout my research, it was uncertain whether or not the New York 
Legislature would renew these necessary provisions, which provide homeowners an opportunity to negotiate with their lenders to modify their 
existing mortgage. Thankfully, as I was concluding my research, the bill was passed in the Assembly and then the Senate to extend the settlement 
conference provisions. My research on this topic was used in Professor Rubinstein’s article that was published in the September edition of the 
Suffolk Law Journal.

 In the Fall 2014 semester, I continued my work in the clinic as a mentor to the new Bankruptcy Clinic students and as a Research 
Assistant. As a mentor, I helped acclimate the new interns to the Clinic by walking them through the intake process and answering questions on 
basic bankruptcy policy. Most excitingly, I was able to continue my most current research project which was on loss mitigation procedures in the 
Bankruptcy Courts. The purpose of loss mitigation is to facilitate resolutions between banks and homeowners to prevent unnecessary litigation in 
the bankruptcy court and to enable homeowners to reorganize their mortgage debts. Currently, only eight districts in the entire country subscribe 
to loss mitigation. The purpose of my research is to explore the trends of the adoption of the loss mitigation program and to understand its 
adoption in the existing jurisdictions. 

 As a clinical intern, mentor, and research assistant, I would conclude that my experience in the clinic has come full circle. I can say, 
without doubt, that I am ready to practice the field of bankruptcy due to the tremendous preparation the clinic has given me.

Clinical Program Fellows Recap Their Experience

Jamie Ruiz

Vanessa Cavallaro
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Loss of employment, divorce, death of a 
family member and health issues which lead 
to increased medical expenses. These are some 
of the reasons why homeowners fall behind in 
their mortgage payments.  Oftentimes, they 
don’t have enough money to hire attorneys.  

Enter The Mortgage Foreclosure Clinic 
at Touro Law Center. Funded through a 
grant from the New York State Attorney 
General’s Homeownership Protection 
Program (“HOPP”), the Clinic provides 
pro bono representation to Suffolk County 
homeowners who are facing foreclosure of 
their primary residences. Students enrolled 
in the Clinic assist these homeowners by 
providing information about the foreclosure 
process; help homeowners answer 
foreclosure complaints; gather documents 
and submit loan modification applications; 
appear in court at mandatory settlement 
conferences; and negotiate with loan 
servicers and bank attorneys. 

The Clinic is currently providing assistance 
to approximately 100 homeowners. That 
is equal to the number of foreclosure cases 
currently being filed in Suffolk County 
Supreme Court each week. Students in the 
Clinic are very busy on a daily basis. Even 
with a heavy caseload, they have opportunities 
to connect with their clients. One student 
recently wrote:

 
“When I was requesting extra documentation 

from my client, [she] told me she was out of town 
attending the funeral of her father. This was hard 
for me because I did not want to remind her of 
the foreclosure action when she was going through 
a rough time with her father’s passing. However, I 
called her to give her my condolences and I could 
tell that she really appreciated it. This was the first 
time I felt myself building rapport with one of my 
clients. Unfortunately, it came at a very depressing 
time, but it felt good to make her feel better.”

Students in the Mortgage Foreclosure Clinic 

learn interviewing, negotiating, and counseling 
skills. They learn that clients are real people 
with real issues. At the outset of the semester, 
one student commented in his journal:

“I keep trying to remind myself that I am 
new and learning, and it is all right to be a 
little insecure, but I can’t use that as an excuse 
to not work. All the while, though, there is 
this voice eating at me constantly that peoples’ 
homes are at stake.”

During the spring 2014 semester, the 
Clinic was instrumental in obtaining loan 
modifications for thirteen (13) clients. Central 
Islip is one of the hardest hit communities on 
Long Island in terms of foreclosures. The story 
of Ms. C. is an example of all of the clinics 
success stories.

Ms. C. resides in Central Islip. She and her 
husband purchased their home in 1982. They 
refinanced in 2003 with a 30 year loan with 
a 7.8% interest rate. In 2009, Ms. C. stopped 
receiving her workers compensation benefits 
from a 1993 injury. She has numerous health 
problems and is now disabled. She also 

separated from her husband. As a result, she 
was unable to afford her monthly mortgage 
payments of $1,650 and fell over 120 days 
past due. 

Ms. C. attended a community outreach 
event hosted by the Mortgage Foreclosure 
Clinic at Touro in September 2013. Several 
students assisted with her intake. Shortly 
thereafter, the Clinic provided representation 
to her at her foreclosure settlement conference 
in Riverhead. Ms. C. worked with a housing 
counseling agency to submit a modification 
application. A second conference was held 
and a new application was requested by 
counsel for the bank/servicer. During the 
spring 2014 semester, students assisted Ms. 
C. with the completion of a new modification 
application. Students followed up with 
counsel for the bank/servicer and continued 
to submit updated documents for Ms. C. 
A third settlement conference was held in 
March 2014 wherein additional documents 
were requested. Students worked with Ms. C. 
to respond to the servicer’s requests. In April 
2014, Ms. C. received a trial modification offer 
which lowered her interest rate to 4.37% and 
put her back on track to pay her mortgage. 
Today, with the assistance of the Mortgage 
Foreclosure Clinic, Ms. C. is making monthly 
payments and is able to remain in her home. 
The Clinic provided representation at four 
(4) settlement conferences and handled the 
submission of modification documents to 
lessen the burden on Ms. C. She would not 
have been able to afford private counsel and 
is very grateful and appreciative for all the 
assistance she received. 

The foreclosure crisis on Long Island is 
far from over. Touro’s Foreclosure Clinic is 
looking forward to training future attorneys 
and to providing assistance to many more 
homeowners with the benefit of renewed 
funding from the HOPP grant.

mortgage Foreclosure Clinic Busy Helping Homeowners 
Attain Affordable Loan Payments —Melissa Greenberger

Melissa Greenberger


